Named Scholarships and Recipients


WCCRE Scholarship Fund Founding Directors. This scholarship honors the legacy of the nine founders: Joyce Chow, Emily DiMartino, Robert Dycus, Rosemary Furlong, Ruth Kibby, Diana McClelland, Elmer McCormick, Mary McVittie, and Gloria Mikuls. 
Kylee Lynn Laxamana, (Hercules High School)

Joyce K. H. Chow. In 1965 Joyce Chow was a founding faculty member of Juan Crespi Junior High and remained there for the rest of her 36-year career. She taught Spanish to over 5,000 students in a rigorous and thorough manner, preparing them for high school and beyond. Joyce was not only a teacher but also a pillar of the staff and faculty, providing inspiration, organization, and a sense of community. She expected high levels of performance from students, colleagues, and the administration. Joyce enforced her high standards with an iron fist covered with a velvet glove. Even though she was known as the Dragon Lady, everyone loved her.  
(Chonticha Phanphanit, DeAnza High School)

Sofia Close was a beloved and respected English teacher at De Anza, Hercules and Middle College High Schools.  Her classroom was a center of learning with high standards plus a dose of fun.  Sofia loved to travel and took her students out into the wider world on many ELD study trips, to Japan with the De Anza-Shimada Student Exchange program and even to Mali, with Building for Books.  After retiring, Sofia served on the WCCRE Scholarship Fund Board and as President of CalRTA, Div. 58, with Jo Scherich.  
(Victoria Ames, Middle College High School)

David Calfee/Richmond Rotary. Judge Calfee was raised in Richmond where he practiced law until he was elected Municipal Court judge in 1958.  A 60-year member of the Richmond Rotary, his dedication to students is evidenced by his donation to the club with the request that it be used for scholarships.  (Shragdhara Shakya, DeAnza High School)
 
El Cerrito High School Educators.  An anonymous donor has provided a scholarship to honor past, current, and future El Cerrito High School educators to be awarded to an ECHS graduating senior. (Zhaocheng Li, El Cerrito High School)

[bookmark: _Hlk165370498]Clara-Rae Genser participated in political and civic arenas to help grow and develop the Richmond community until she was ninety. In keeping with her passion for supporting the community, she was a proponent of public education and the right of all students to have the books and supplies needed to study. This scholarship is dedicated to providing WCCUSD students support to obtain the materials needed to continue their studies. (Daniel Gansmiller, El Cerrito High School)

Nancy Hendrickson graduated from Framingham State in Massachusetts and accepted a dietetics position at Mills College in Oakland, California. Volunteering as a parent at Madera Elementary led to a part time teacher’s aide position there, followed by many years as a resource and reading intervention paraprofessional at El Sobrante and Tara Hills Elementary Schools. After retirement, inspired by the life stories and aspirations of the recipients, she became a strong supporter of the West Contra Costa Retired Educators Scholarship Fund. (Sunit Kaur, De Anza High School)

Jacqueline Hetman was a teacher and administrator in the Richmond Unified School District (now WCCUSD).  Jacqueline left the West Contra Costa Scholarship Fund a gift to commemorate her many years of service to the students and families of Richmond.  She started her work in Richmond in the 1940s and taught kindergarten at Pullman Elementary School. (Mariana Calvario, Kennedy High School)

Scott Honey is a Pinole Valley graduate and former WCCRE scholarship recipient. He has provided a scholarship in appreciation of the kindness of teachers and staff members throughout his 20 years as a student in public education.  Currently living in Hong Kong, this scholarship helps him stay connected to his hometown roots. (Tze Ahn Ong, Pinole Valley High School)

Ted Honey attended Richmond schools from K -12, graduating from Richmond High School. As a parent, he was involved in supporting youth through YMCA programs, baseball, soccer, martial arts, and scouting. Patient and encouraging, he loved watching children grow into their potential. He assisted the WCCRE Scholarship Fund in many ways over the years, labeling thousands of fund-raising envelopes and making deliveries. (Jacob Prado, Richmond High School) 

[bookmark: _Hlk165529064]James W. Kelly taught math for 40 years at Richmond High and has remembered the WCCRE Scholarship Fund with an annual contribution from his trust fund. (Cesia Mejia, Richmond High School)

Mechanics Bank is Richmond’s hometown bank and continues its community support by providing a scholarship for a graduating senior through the WCCRE Scholarship Fund. (Johaan Guerrero, Sylvester Greenwood Academy)

[bookmark: _Hlk165370475]Alice Ninomiya was born in Richmond and graduated from Richmond Union High School and UC Berkeley.  She earned her teaching credential at SF State and spent her entire teaching career at Dover Elementary School teaching kindergarten and third grade.  After retirement in 1985, she was an active member of West Contra Costa Retired Educators.  The scholarship program was very important to her.  Alexa Vidaurre, Richmond High School)
Byron Lambie lived his entire life in his beloved Bay Area where he attended Fairmont Elementary, Portola Junior High, and El Cerrito High School.  He dedicated his life to education and worked in the West Contra Costa Unified School District for 36 years as a teacher, central office administrator, and principal.  He ended his career in the place that brought him the most enjoyment, the classroom.  It gave him great pleasure to reconnect with his former students and hear how they were doing.  
(Alex Zhao Chen, El Cerrito High School)

Linda Pereira was a life-long area resident and a member of the last class to graduate from Richmond Union High School before it was demolished and then rebuilt in its present structure.  She dedicated her life to the students of WCCUSD through various jobs in the district.  Her final position was maintaining athletic areas, making sure that RHS always had great fields.  
(Melany Fuentes, Richmond High School)

Patricia Rupley served the district for many years as a teacher, counselor, principal, and central office administrator.  Her lasting legacy was her unyielding commitment to making the schools responsive to the ever-changing needs of the students. 
(Lourdes Mendoza Ramos, Kennedy High School)

Jo Scherich was dedicated to the students, schools, teachers and staff in the district as an employee and as a volunteer. She started as a teacher’s aide at Grant and continued to advance to become school secretary at Richmond High and lastly at Vista High. For many years she was the mainstay and President of the PTSA at DeAnza High School. Jo did not ever really retire, but became one of the driving forces behind the West Contra Costa Retired Teachers Association where she served as President and Co-President as well as a member of the Scholarship Board.  She is remembered fondly and lovingly by all who knew her.  (Flor Torres, Vista)

David Shank spent his entire career at Helms Middle School where he was a well-liked Industrial Arts and Math teacher.  His support of students lives on with a generous donation to the WCCRE scholarship fund.  (Meron Besrat, Middle College High School)

Fran and June Tegg were pillars of their El Cerrito community. While serving in the navy during WW II, Fran learned leadership skills, the value of teamwork, and service to community. In 1952 he built the family home in El Cerrito. For many years Fran gave his time and talents to the El Cerrito Parks and Recreation Committee. June was an avid homemaker, supportive mother, and creative cook. She grew orchids indoors and out, carefully snipped her wide variety of bonsai plants, and one year was awarded the El Cerrito Garden of the Year award. Fran and June fervently supported their children’s educational pursuits. Both of their children attended WCCUSD schools.  (Amelia Harrington, El Cerrito High School)

Rick Tracy/Mary Jo Beyer.  Rick was a kind, caring, diligent, and dedicated educator.  He taught at every elementary grade level in the district and also served as vice principal and principal, retiring as principal of Hanna Ranch.  At the height of the Vietnam War, Rick was drafted into the army directly out of his classroom at Montalvin Manor and served a year in Vietnam.  While there, he mobilized his family back home to send clothing and food donations.  He grew to detest war.  His wife, Mary Jo Beyer, was a loving and popular kindergarten teacher.  Because both Rick and Mary Jo believed in the importance of higher education, they have created a memorial scholarship for graduating WCCUSD seniors. (Grace Ramirez, Hercules High School)

DE ANZA HIGH SCHOOL
Aamna Asghar
Fernando Ceron
Daira Diaz Islas
Victor Gerry
Sunit Kaur
Eama Khan
Allyson Ortiz
Chonticha Phanphanit
Shragdhara Shakya
Genesis Vasquez Escobar
Alena Vierra Allen

EL CERRITO HIGH SCHOOL
Brendan Andersen
Leia Fong
Daniel Gansmiller
Silvio Gomez
Edda Grondahl
Amelia Harrington
Zhaocheng Li
Carina Lucia
Courtney Miles
Jack O’Neal
Dylan Schulz
Yetzel Venegas
Luke Wilson
Alex Zhao Chen

HERCULES HIGH SCHOOL
Kylee Lynn Laxamana
Grace Ramirez

KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL
Mariana Calvario
Sonia Escobar
Lourdes Mendoza Ramos

MIDDLE COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL
Victoria Ames
Meron Besrat
Akamjot Bhatia

PINOLE VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Tza Ahn Ong
Natalie Szumlas
Malana White

RICHMOND HIGH SCHOOL
Melany Fuentes
Genesis Gomez
Montserrat Gonzalez Martinez
Cesia Mejia
Anthony Montano
Jacob Prado
Alexa Vidaurre

VISTA HIGH SCHOOL
Gicelle Aguilar
Flor Torres
2025 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

	QA
                                                                       WEST CONTRA COSTA RETIRED EDUCATORS SCHOLARSHIP FUND MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the West Contra Costa Retired Educators Scholarship Fund is to raise funds to provide post-secondary scholarships to students graduating from the following schools of the West Contra Costa Unified School District: De Anza High, El Cerrito High, Sylvester Greenwood Academy, Hercules High, Kennedy High, Middle College High, Pinole Valley High, Richmond High, Vista High, and West Contra Costa Adult Education.

 
David Shank spent his entire career at Helms Middle School where he was a well-liked Industrial Arts and Math teacher.  His support of students lives on with a generous donation to the WCCRE scholarship fund.  (Cariana (C.J.) Lee,  DeAnza High School)
 
Linda Townsend The Middle College high school community always evolves best under those who love the most, like their beloved Mz. T.  Over ten years she selflessly gave her energy, time, and support to match preparation with opportunity. Many MCHS scholars have claimed academic, financial, and moral support under her tutelage. PUT THE PEDAL TO THE METAL, her favorite adage, supported moving forward always. The Sojourner Truth Food Pantry stayed fully functional under her watch. She showered all in poetic love and artistic grace. Her spirit lives on in the receivers of the Linda Townsend Community Service Scholarship award. May her brilliant smile beam forever. 
(Martin Leung Middle College High School)
 
Rick Tracy/Mary Jo Beyer Rick was a kind, caring, diligent, and dedicated educator.  He taught at every elementary grade level in the district and also served as vice principal and principal, retiring as principal of Hanna Ranch.  At the height of the Vietnam War, Rick was drafted into the army directly out of his classroom at Montalvin Manor and served a year in Vietnam.  While there, he mobilized his family back home to send clothing and food donations.  He grew to detest war.  His wife, Mary Jo Beyer was a loving and popular kindergarten teacher.  Because both Rick and Mary Jo believed in the importance of higher education, they have created a memorial scholarship for graduating WCCUSD seniors.
(Jake Boston, Hercules High School)
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WCCRE Scholarship Fund Board of Directors
 
   President	Recording Secretary 	    Treasurer	Financial Secretary	 Corresponding Secretary 	Scholarship Chairs
   Sue Kahn	Debbie Haynie     	Rit Huybrechts	Linda O’Connor	Marilyn O’Brian     	Patty Halonen & Don Wilson
 
  
 Directors: Cheryl Broomall, Pat Dornan, Paul Ehara, Victoria Guitierrez, Dottie Holland, Sonja Neely Johnson,
Lyn Potter, Jim Sanders, Judy Sanders
 
 
Ex Officio Members CalRTA Division #58 and Scholarship Liaisons: 
Sandy Price, Carol Honey, Bev Morsony, Mike Peritz,JoLynn Subramanian, Vicki Tukeva
 

A special thank you to all scholarship donors as well as the participants in the following:
The Annual Benefit Drawing, General Donations, Memorial and Honorarium Gifts, and the Scholarship Quilt Raffle.
Please visit our website at wccrescholarship.org
Named Scholarships represent individuals who have donated funding for a full scholarship or 
those who have been honored by having a full scholarship donated on their behalf.
Highest scoring recipients in their school category are recognized with these distinctions.

The West Contra Costa Retired Educators Scholarship Fund Board wishes to thank retired and current employees and friends of education for their continued generosity in supporting this important program.  To date, the Fund has granted a total of $1,432,750 to 889 students.  

The academic success and the leadership skills these scholarship recipients have demonstrated are an excellent predictor of the roles they will play in the future of our community, our country, and the world. 
 
We congratulate you! 

image1.emf
:HVW�&RQWUD�&RVWD 

'LYLVLRQ���� 


